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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
eVet: A New  
Way to Issue  
Health Certificates

Nick J. Striegel, DVM, MPH, State Veterinarian’s Office, 
Colorado Department of Agriculture

Veterinary medicine has seen many changes over the last 70 years. 
Not many of us can imagine how today’s veterinarian would make 
farm calls in a ’44 Chevy or practice without the use of antibiotics, 
modern pharmaceuticals, or current laboratory diagnostics. The 
veterinarians who came before us did remarkable work without 
these tools. Today is vastly different because the livestock industry 
has changed and the practice of veterinary medicine has changed 
along with it. At the State Veterinarian’s Office within the Colo-
rado Department of Agriculture, we know we cannot continue to 
operate in the field of regulatory veterinary medicine like our pre-
decessors did back in the 40s and 50s. The livestock industry that 
we regulate demands and deserves an “upgrade.”

Livestock Movement Has Changed Yet  
the Process Has Not!

One of the big changes in the livestock industry since the 50s is 
how livestock moves. It is estimated that 50,000 head of “cattle on 
wheels” are being transported on any given day in Colorado. Each 
and every day in the U.S., there are approximately 600,000 head 
of swine in transit. There are approximately 77,000 paper health 
certificates (certificates of veterinary inspection or CVIs) writ-
ten each year by Colorado veterinarians for exporting livestock 
to other states. Each year, there are approximately 65,000 paper 
CVIs written by out-of-state veterinarians for import of livestock 
to Colorado. 

One of the major reasons the health certificate/CVI system was 
initiated for the interstate movement of livestock was to mitigate 
the risk of livestock diseases. The monitoring and regulating of 
livestock movement for animal health purposes continues through 
basically the same system that was used 50-some years ago. The 
normal process is like this: The veterinarian is requested by the 
livestock producer or their agent to issue a health certificate. The 
veterinarian inspects the animals, does the appropriate testing and 
treatments if necessary, calls the state of destination for a permit if 
necessary, and writes the health on a four-part carbon-copy form. 
The inspecting veterinarian sends two copies through the mail to 
the State Veterinarian’s Office in Colorado, sends one with the 
shipment of animals, and keeps one copy for his or her records. 
Once the State Veterinarian’s Office (SVO) receives the two paper 
copies of the health certificate that is issued (sometimes there is 
quite a period of time before the SVO receives the copies from 
the veterinarian), it is processed and stored in a file and the other 
copy is sent via mail to the State Veterinarian’s Office in the state 
to which the livestock are being transported. There is a significant 
gap of time between when the animals were inspected to the time 
the state of destination knows that they have arrived! 

One current model for predicting the impact of foot-and-mouth 
disease (FMD) on the U.S. livestock industry indicates that if 
there was a FMD outbreak in a livestock-rich area, within 30 days, 

there may be 40 states 
with infected animals and 
the U.S. would suffer a 
loss of 23.6 million head 
of livestock. Presently, 
we depend and wait on 
paper health certificates 
to inform us of interstate 
livestock movement. We 
need a different system 
that will improve our 
traceability capability! A 
change is needed to bet-
ter protect the health and 
wellbeing of livestock, 
producers, and the live-
stock industry. For the 
last year, the State Veteri-
narian’s Office has taken 
each paper health certifi-
cate that comes into our office, captures the data from seven dif-
ferent fields on the health certificate, and enters it into a database. 
In addition, the health certificate is scanned and attached to that 
electronic record. This has improved our “traceability” but there is 
still a better way to obtain searchable livestock movement data and 
that is through an electronic health certificate/CVI system. 

Current Electronic Health Certificate/CVI Systems

There are currently two electronic health certificate/CVI 
 systems—GlobalVetLink and VSPS (USDA APHIS system); neither 
is used extensively for livestock movements. Various reasons are 
given for lack of use; some of which are the cost, user-friendliness, 
and the need for an Internet connection. Yet, there are Colorado 
veterinarians using the two systems and believe in them. The ad-
vantages to using an electronic mode of issuing a health certificate 
are that it offers real-time data on movement, increases accuracy, 
and improves efficiency. In addition, electronic CVIs will increase 
the capability to trace and control livestock diseases, help us re-
spond more rapidly and effectively to livestock emergency inci-
dents, and protect the livestock industry. Therefore, many states, 
including Colorado, are looking at ways to increase the use of 
electronic CVIs by their accredited veterinarians. 

eVET

The staff at the State Veterinarian’s Office in Colorado has de-
veloped the eVet System, a fillable PDF form for issuing health 
certificates/CVIs. It is a unique PDF template customized for 
each licensed, accredited veterinarian who has been approved by 
our office. It does not require an Internet connection to complete 
and issue. Once it is completed on your laptop, it can be printed 
for the client and emailed to the State Veterinarian’s Office. The 
beauty of the eVet certificate is that once the completed CVI is 
emailed to us, the data entered on the health certificate/CVI 
comes to us in “xml” format and readily flows right into our data-
base system. Therefore, no data entry will be required on each 
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paper health certificate and we now achieve having real-time in-
formation that is readily searchable! 

In addition, the new proposed federal animal disease traceability 
rule is scheduled to be released later this year. At the inception 
of the new proposed federal rule, there will be a requirement to 
officially identify all livestock that move interstate. Also, the ani-
mal ID information is required to be recorded on the CVI for all 
interstate movements. USDA has a software system called Mobile 
Information Management (MIM) that is available for accredited 
veterinarians to use for filling out required regulatory forms such 
as TB test charts and brucellosis vaccination records. The MIM 
system can be used to transfer animal ID information easily to an 
electronic health certificate/CVI, which is another incentive to 
use electronic CVIs. MIMS saves a lot of time by not having to 
manually transcribe animal ID data onto the CVI.

Next Steps

We have hired a new veterinarian, Dr. Sara Ahola, who will spear-
head our efforts to increase our traceability capabilities through 

the use of electronic health certificates/CVIs. We are very excited 
to have her on staff. The ultimate goal of this position is to improve 
our animal disease traceability program, reduce the risk of disease 
outbreaks in the livestock industry, and increase our capability to 
respond to outbreaks effectively. One of her primary activities is 
to train and teach new electronic methods of issuing electronic 
health certificates (CVIs), the electronic capture of animal ID data, 
and electronic issuance of required regulatory forms through the 
MIM system. The two “sister activities” of issuing electronic CVIs 
and using the MIM system are complimentary but do not have to 
be used together. Using both electronic CVIs and MIMS will cer-
tainly make your practice more efficient. 

We look forward to working collaboratively with you as we 
move forward in developing new capabilities in the practice of vet-
erinary medicine. We are excited about trading in our ’44 Chevy 
for a 2012 model! n
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